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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 December 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) EI Claim(s) 43-46. 48. 49. 53. 54. 57. 66. 68/43. 69/43. 70/43. 73- 78. 82-84 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 
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10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 43, 45, 46, 48, 49, 53, 54, 57, 66, 73-77, 82 and 84 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sudo et al. (JP 2001-231 161). 

Sudo et al. (FIGS 2-3) discloses an electrical power transmission line 
comprising: at least one electrical cable; at least one shielding element comprising 
a plurality of shielding modules (3) arranged side by side, each shielding module 
made of at least one ferromagnetic material arranged in a radially outer position 
with respect to said at least one cable for shielding the magnetic field generated by 
said cable, each of said plurality of shielding modules comprising a base (4) and a 
cover (5), the base comprising a bottom wall, a pair of side walls, and a pair of 
flanges (8) extending in a predetermined direction from the end portions of the side 
walls; and at least one supporting element (7) coupled to at least one of said bases. 
Sudo et al. also discloses that the electrical power transmission line is placed 
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underground, the base and the cover are substantially continuous, the bottom wall 
and the pair of side walls are substantially flat, the side walls extend in a direction 
substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall, said flanges extend in a direction 
substantially perpendicular to the end portions of the side walls of the base, said 
cover is substantially continuous, said base and said cover comprise walls having a 
thickness of about 0.20 mm to about 0.35 mm, in each of said shielding modules, 
said base is coupled to a respective supporting element, a supporting element (9) 
coupled to at least one of said covers, said at least one supporting element is 
arranged in a radially outer position with respect to said at least one shielding 
element, said at least one supporting element is arranged in a radially inner 
position with respect to said at least one shielding element, at least one of said 
plurality of shielding modules is interposed between a pair of supporting elements, 
said at least one supporting element is substantially flat, and said shielding element 
further comprises a plurality of fixing means longitudinally arranged at 
predetermined distances from each other, said fixing means being intended to fix 
said covers on said bases. Claim 84 is a method counterpart of claim 43. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering 
patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the 
subject matter of the various claims was commonly owned at the time any 
inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor 
and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 44, 68/43, 69/43, 70/43, 72, 78 and 83 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Sudo et al. 

Sudo et al. discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for the 
cable comprising a trefoil cable, the ferromagnetic material having a maximum 
value of relative magnetic permeability of about 20,000 to about 60,000, the 
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supporting element having a wall thickness of about 1 to about 20 mm, the 
ferromagnetic material being grain oriented silicon steel or non-grain oriented 
silicon steel, and the pairs of fixing means being arranged at a reciprocal 
longitudinal distance of about 20 to about 100 cm. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to use a trefoil cable as 
the power transmission line in the system of Sudo et al. since trefoil cable is well- 
known in the art for being used for transmitting power. It would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art to use grain oriented silicon steel or non-grain 
oriented silicon steel for the ferromagnetic material of Sudo et al. since this 
material is known in the art for being used as ferromagnetic material. It would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art to choose suitable magnetic 
permeability for the ferromagnetic material of Sudo et al., to choose suitable wall 
thickness for the supporting element, and to choose suitable distance for the pairs 
of fixing means to meet the specific use of the resulting system since it has been 
held that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, 
discovering the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. 
InreAller, 105 USPQ 233. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 51, 55, 56, 58, 62-65, 67, 68/67, 69/67, 70/67, 71, and 79-81 are 
objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable 
if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 43 and 84 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Chau N. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
571-272-1980. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Diego F.F. Gutierrez can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext 
3 1 . The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 



/Chau N Nguyen/ 
Chau N Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2831 



